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ALL IN
by Tracy Terrill, President of Shepherds College

Please pause for a moment and consider things
in your life for which you have been “ALL IN.” What
relationships, projects, or causes were so meaningful
or necessary to you that they caused you to devote
your all? When were you so fully committed to an
endeavor that you were willing to invest whatever it
personally took to get the job done?

At Shepherds College, we have selected ALL IN as
our theme for this school year. We are ALL IN to
make this school year a reality. The complications of
trying to operate an on-campus school in the midst
of a worldwide pandemic have created a situation
where our staff and students need to be ALL IN for us
to have any chance of success. Sacrifices have been
made, and the Shepherds College experience that we
have worked so hard to create over the years is now
very different. There are countless new challenges
to address, new protocols to follow, and the need to
find new ways to connect with others. Thankfully, the
collective ALL IN approach that permeates our campus
has allowed us to meet the challenges head-on and
provide a meaningful experience for our students.
ALL IN is clearly a Scriptural construct. Esther
was ALL IN as she chose to risk her life to save her
people. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were
ALL IN as they chose to face the consequence of a
fiery furnace rather than bow to the king’s statue.
Most importantly, Jesus was ALL IN as He left heaven
to come to earth and give His life for us. Colossians 3
exhorts us to commit our whole heart to whatever we
do for the glory of God. To be ALL IN, all the time is an
expectation that God has set for each one of us.
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FOR
SHEPHERDS COLLEGE
Similarly, the concept of ALL IN is at the core of
Shepherds College’s existence. As an organization,
we are ALL IN for serving young people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities. It is the
singular focus of our work. For parents to make
Shepherds College a reality for their son or daughter,
they must be ALL IN with regard to their resources
and emotions. Students must be ALL IN as they
respond to new and challenging experiences while
being pushed harder than ever before to take personal
responsibility in the pursuit of independence. Our
staff members need to be ALL IN and committed to
our mission to succeed in their work. Additionally,
we have many stakeholders who are ALL IN with their
support of Shepherds College.
I believe there are tangible benefits from being
ALL IN. From my own life experiences, I recognize
that the tasks or causes for which I have been
ALL IN have led very distinctly to a greater sense of
CONTENTMENT, PURPOSE, and FULFILLMENT.
These are three dynamic outcomes, and whether
your life needs a greater sense of contentment,
a greater sense of purpose, or a greater sense of
fulfillment, I suggest that you find a worthwhile
cause and go ALL IN. Doing so will enhance your
life and honor God.

Email me at tterrill@shepherdscollege.edu and let
me know the cause or event for which you are ALL IN
and how it has impacted your life. And let me know
if you want to be ALL IN with us at Shepherds College
as a student, parent, staff member, or donor. It’s
rewarding and will change your life.

by Scott Nash, Director of Distance Learning
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Shepherds College is pleased to announce the

launch of Shepherds College Online in the spring
of 2021. Shepherds College Online provides an
opportunity for Shepherds College to impact
countless individuals through online learning
experiences. Not all students who would benefit
from attending Shepherds College in person are
able to do so for various reasons. Shepherds College
Online offers an alternative option for these students
to pursue post-secondary education. Through this
platform, students will learn from various modules
and courses developed by experts in the field.
Additionally, Shepherds College Online will provide
resources for several other groups who could benefit
from this program, such as parents, educators, church
leaders, and others who work with those having
intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD).
The idea to create Shepherds College Online came
from the success born out of a challenge. In March
of 2020, Shepherds College had to close campus due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The planned closure of
campus for a few weeks turned into an unexpected
closure of several months. However, learning did
not stop. The Shepherds College faculty and staff
created classes online in only one week, using Google
Classroom to deliver content to students spread out
all over the country; an impressive feat!
No one anticipated the success that the Shepherds
College students would have in taking classes in a
virtual learning environment. While nothing can
replace the in-person instruction and benefits of
learning and residing on the Shepherds College
campus, the students were still able to stay engaged
and continue to grow in their skills with the online
support of Shepherds College staff.
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Shepherds College is currently designed to
accommodate approximately 100 students on
campus as part of the three-year program. The
students on campus receive a comprehensive,
three-year education that prepares them for a
career in one of three occupational fields, teaching
them Appropriate Independence™, cultivating
social opportunities, and encouraging a life-long
relationship with Christ. Unfortunately, due to
space constraints on campus and various barriers
to attendance, only students enrolled in the
residential program get the comprehensive
Shepherds College experience. Students who cannot
attend get none. Shepherds College Online provides
a way for more students to gain from all that
Shepherds College offers. While the online program
will not duplicate the full experience of the residential
students, it will bring an impactful part of the
program to thousands of new and remote students.

Shepherds College Online
for Students

Shepherds College Online will provide an
opportunity for students with IDD who cannot come
to Shepherds College to learn and engage in training
from anywhere at any time. Modules and courses are
already in development. These courses and modules
include studies in Appropriate Independence,
Daily Living Skills, Communication, Emotional and
Behavioral Strategies, Social Skills, and the Bible.
The online modules will provide engaging ways for
students to experience these courses from home.
For example, a student might enroll in an Emotional
and Behavior Strategies course called Circles of
Control. This course teaches students how to identify
a problem and decide whether it is in their circle
of control or outside of their circle of control. It
also teaches strategies for dealing with both types
of problems. Courses like this one will provide
students with the same foundational knowledge
and experience as students on campus but in a more
individualized way.
At its launch, Shepherds College Online will feature
10 to 15 unique offerings, with classes being added
regularly. Initial courses and modules will be
asynchronous, meaning students can complete the
course or module any time at their own pace. In the
fall of 2021, Shepherds College Online will introduce
synchronous or “real time” courses to allow students
to learn with their peers and a live instructor. This
mix of learning will enable students to create an
educational plan that is right for them.

“Through online
classes, I learned
that even though
I have a disability,
I’m still able to
learn new things.
I’m as normal as
anyone else.”
Izzy, Class of 2020

Extending Learning to
More Than Just Students

Shepherds College Online
Platform

In addition to students with intellectual and
developmental disabilities, Shepherds College
Online will feature courses and modules for
parents, educators, church leaders, and others who
work with those with IDD. Professionals are currently
developing courses and modules for parents in
areas such as Appropriate Independence, Education
Strategies and Navigation, Behavior Strategies, Future
Planning, and Family and Self Care. An example of
a course designed for parents from the Education
Strategies category is called “Understanding IEP’s.”
This module is designed to help parents navigate the
IEP process and understand their rights and the rules
involved in the IEP process.

Shepherds College staff and faculty, as well as
industry experts and leaders across the country,
are assisting Shepherds College in the course
design and development of Shepherds College
Online. This new program is accessible at online.
shepherdscollege.edu using a computer, tablet or
smartphone. All courses and modules will have
multiple forms of media such as video and audio
presentations, animations, interactive videos,
and written text, as well as numerous forms of
engagement and activities to practice skills learned
in the module. Participants will have the opportunity
to receive feedback from course instructors and
complete a takeaway activity prior to receiving a
certificate of completion for the module.

Educator courses are designed for teachers or
administrators who work with students with
intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Courses and modules currently being developed
for educators focus on areas of Instruction,
Classroom Management, Planning, and Behavior
Strategies when working with students with IDD.
“Engagement Strategies” is an example of one of
the modules for educators. This module goes
through multiple strategies to increase student
engagement in the classroom. Educator courses
can be designed for individual teachers or delivered
to entire school districts.

The cost of Shepherds College Online courses and
modules will vary depending on the offering. Courses
will be priced based on the length, amount of content,
and whether the course is asynchronous or connects in
real time with an educator online. The goal is to have
select courses that will be provided free of charge with
the assistance of gifts from donors or foundations to
limit barriers to learning. Our goal is to impact as many
students, parents, and educators as possible. Therefore,
we are exploring every opportunity to provide access
to courses through the generous support of others.
shepherdscollege.edu 7

Future of Shepherds
College Online
Through courses and modules for students with
IDD, as well as courses and modules for those who
work with students, Shepherds College Online will
provide a professional and engaging experience.
New courses and modules are planned to launch
monthly with long-range plans to extend the reach
of Shepherds College Online by introducing additional
services and options. Shepherds College Online
will be vital to continuing the educational outreach
of the organization and expanding the network of
stakeholders in Shepherds College.

If you would like more information on Shepherds College Online courses and
modules or on ways to donate, please email online@shepherdscollege.edu.
For a preview of Shepherds College Online and to experience one of our free
modules, please visit online.shepherdscollege.edu.

Staff
Spotlight
Kelsey Domke
by Lori Konopasek, VP of Student Development

When thinking of a nurse, characteristics like
compassion, diligence, creativity, thoughtfulness,
knowledgeable and skilled come to mind. Kelsey
Domke, the Registered Nurse at Shepherds College,
fits that description perfectly.

Over two years ago, Shepherds College was blessed
to have Kelsey join our staff. In that time, she has
accomplished great things with the nursing team. She
advanced the mission of Appropriate Independence™
by expanding the students’ ability to independently
administer their own medication and by increasing
their knowledge of personal medications. Kelsey also
implemented a web-based platform at Shepherds
College that improved the staff’s ability to pass
medications.

Kelsey diligently coordinates all of the unique medical
needs of the Shepherds College students, as well as
those of the prospective students who visit campus.
She is responsible, reliable, and pursues excellence,
which are key in the medical profession and necessary
in order to safely support our diverse student body.

WELCOME

Kelsey meets with staff, connects with families,
and advocates for the health of each student on a
consistent basis. She has the best interest of the
students in mind with every decision she makes. She
helps create an atmosphere where students, staff, and
families are encouraged and supported through their
interactions with the nursing department.

As a nurse, Kelsey assists with medical challenges
for staff and students. She compassionately connects
with each person while instilling confidence with her
medical knowledge. A wealth of beneficial experience
and ideas, Kelsey is one of the first people to be called
in a crisis to help others.

Beyond Kelsey’s skill, she is a model of positivity. She
shows appreciation to all staff at Shepherds College
far beyond those in the nursing department. Her
creativity and thoughtfulness are extremely impactful;
a simple idea to bring snacks for staff could turn
into a fondue party with games, decorations, and
encouraging notes under her enthusiastic influence.
Taking the time to build into individuals personally,
Kelsey asks specific questions and remembers
personal details about her co-workers. She has an
open-door policy, making it evident that she wants to
get to know others and share about herself as well.
Relationships are important to her, magnifying her
influence and contributing to her success in her work.
We are thankful for Kelsey. Shepherds College
students, staff and families each benefit from the
incredible gifts God has given her. She is an important
member of our team.

“Therefore encourage one another and build
each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”
1 Thessalonians 5:11

Class of 2023
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CYC’D UP AND

Technology

READY TO ROLL!
by John Andrus, Lead Technology Instructor

The Shepherds College Technology team

continues to expand the Technology program to
include various environments and experiences,
ensuring their students are well-rounded when they
graduate and enter the workforce.

To provide a learning area for Digital Design students,
the team chose a dedicated space for a photography
and videography studio and determined that
the best use of the space would be a cyclorama.
A cyclorama (or “cyc” in photography circles) is
a studio with curved walls that meet the studio
floor to give the illusion of an infinite background.
Many TV commercials use them, as do portrait
studios. Famously, the “old” (2006-2009) Mac vs. PC
commercials exclusively used a white cyclorama in
their many versions.
To obtain a cyclorama for the students, Shepherds
College needed to raise funds. After several funding
requests, the Tech Department was delighted to
receive a $2,200 grant from WE Energies for studio
upgrades. Having no idea how much a cyc cost, the
team moved forward. They simply knew they wanted
a cyc to benefit the Tech students, and they wanted
to incorporate a green screen area into the cyc for
video production. After receiving quotes from several
cyclorama manufacturers, they realized a cyc was out
of their price range; the cheapest was $18,000.
Wanting to be good stewards of the funds God had
provided them through WE Energies, they decided to
watch YouTube videos to determine how difficult it
would be to build one on their own. With Joey
Runkles, a master carpenter on the IT staff, they
built their own custom cyclorama with a green
screen. With the generous funds from WE Energies,
and creative thinking from our Tech staff, Shepherds
College students were provided with greater avenues
of technology education and opportunities for
hands-on practice.
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Now that the cyclorama with green screen is in
place, students and staff use the new studio space for
projects. For example, the Admissions Department
filmed a video for Virtual Preview Days in the cyc,
and second-year student, Dominic Rodriguez, used
the space for creating a magazine cover utilizing his
photography training.

The studio has been a blessing for student training.
Students learn how to set up lighting and how
and why it is set up in a specific way. The studio is
utilized for teaching them how to create space and
use “forced perspective” to focus the viewer on their
subject. The cyc is solid white, allowing the students
to experiment with colored lighting. They can change
the background to look like a sky or ground. The
space helps our students incorporate lighting into set
design and become familiar with the various studio
lights they may encounter on the job. The department
also has a studio projector to project backgrounds on
the cyc walls, like the night sky, a scenic overlook, or
various other patterns.

Shepherds College is hopeful that this new studio
space will allow our students, especially those focused
on photography, videography, or general Digital
Design, more hands-on opportunities and real-world
experience that will translate to the job field when
they graduate.

If you would like to donate toward
the purchase of more studio lighting
and/or equipment, please use
the envelope at the center of this
issue, and write “Technology”
in your check’s memo line.
Thank you!
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December 10, 1927 — April 3, 2020
by Tracy Terrill, President of Shepherds College

It has been said that the greatest ability is

availability, and for a young school teacher from
New Jersey, that is exactly how Andrew “Bud” Wood’s
legacy was initiated. Having heard about the plans
for a school for children with special needs, Bud
contacted the organization’s founders with this
message declaring his availability, “If I would fit into
your planned activities, I would be interested in
hearing from you.” Months later, in May of 1961, Bud
became the first Executive Director of Shepherds,
turning down an offer of a full fellowship at New York
University because he felt God was calling him to
Wisconsin and Shepherds.
Bud, later to become Dr. Wood, had led a Sunday
School class for nine teenagers with special needs and
had written a master’s thesis on the topic of religious
education for people with special needs. God had
instilled a passion in Dr. Wood’s heart for people with
intellectual differences. Making himself available
to lead a startup organization certainly changed
his life and, subsequently, thousands of other lives.
Along with his wife Betty, Bud arrived in Wisconsin
with great enthusiasm and was handed a seal of
incorporation, a key to a post office box, and access
to the organization’s $300. Over the next three
years, plans were made, facilities constructed, and
on June 6, 1964, Shepherds Home and School for
children with special needs opened.
Through the years, Shepherds has served the
same people group – those with intellectual and
developmental disabilities – and has done so around
a core mission to help these individuals know Jesus
Christ and develop the abilities He has given each
one of them. Whether it be a school for children,
a residential facility for adults, community-based
supported living, or today, Shepherds College, this
organization has remained committed to serving
people that are too often marginalized. Dr. Wood’s
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relentless work and commitment to the people of
Shepherds set an example for each of us who would
follow in his footsteps.

I met Dr. Wood in June of 2011 when he attended
the inaugural Shepherds College commencement.
The night before the graduation service, we hosted
a commencement celebration. At the end of the
program highlighting the growth and development of
our first graduating class, Dr. Wood stood up and said,
“I can die and go to heaven now.” It was as though his
ministry and Shepherds had come full circle, and his
mission was accomplished and confirmed.
Today, the main building on our campus is the
Wood Center. A well-deserved recognition of the
work invested and the love demonstrated by a man
called by God to serve people with special needs.
Shirley Franke, a board member and the lead person
for the Sunday School class that founded Shepherds
in the late ‘50s, had this to say about Dr.Wood, “Dr.
Andrew H. Wood is God’s gift to Shepherds, of that
I am firmly convinced. No Board of Directors could
ask for more from their Executive Director. We are
profoundly grateful.”

May we all pursue the heartfelt passions that God
instills in us and, in doing so, make ourselves available
to serve and love others as Scripture calls us to do.
Thank you, Dr. Wood, for setting an example that
continues to live out on our campus and in the lives of
everyone affiliated with the Shepherds family.
Dr. Wood was promoted to his eternal home on
April 3, 2020. I can’t help but wonder about the
interactions he has had with former Shepherds
clients who are now cohabitants of heaven. When
the restrictions on travel and large group gatherings
are mitigated, we plan to have a memorial service
at Shepherds to honor Dr. Wood. Watch for further
details on this service at www.shepherdscollege.edu.
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Culinary Arts

Lori Raschke

Commercial Kitchen Assistant
Mrs. Raschke joined our team during the 2019/20
academic year. She is a tremendous addition to our
Culinary Staff, playing several key roles to keep our
department running smoothly.

by Chef Chris Lampson, Lead Culinary Arts Instructor

One of the benefits of working at Shepherds

College is the great co-workers with whom we serve.
God has gathered a tremendous group of dedicated
workers who feel the calling to minister to young

people with intellectual and developmental
disabilities. It is my honor to work alongside talented
individuals who teach, train, and mentor students in
the Culinary Arts Department.

The Key Ingredient

Mrs. Raschke is creative, ambitious and organized.
She assists with lunch production by cooking and
prepping meals, and leading and encouraging
Culinary students in lunch preparation, packaging,
cart loading, and delivery. She also designed and
manages the staff lunch ordering system.
As if that doesn’t keep her busy enough, Mrs.
Raschke also takes on the role of co-instructor
for first- and second-year Culinary Arts students.
With COVID-19 restrictions, the Culinary Arts
Department had to split classes for the safety of
staff and students. Mrs. Raschke teaches and
coaches half of these students during Zoom
classroom instruction.

Lucy Canright
Chef Anthony LaFranzo
Commercial Kitchen Chef

Chef LaFranzo is in charge of producing meals for
students and staff each day. He trains second- and
third-year Culinary students to prepare, serve, and
deliver meals throughout campus. Chef LaFranzo
creates appealing and varied menus that make the
staff and students feel appreciated.

This academic year, our third-year students are
completing their field experience on the Shepherds
College campus due to COVID-19 restrictions.
Chef LaFranzo teaches and mentors the third-year
students to operate our commercial kitchen as they
would any culinary production kitchen out in the
field. He has the students cook and prepare the
menu items for lunch, then package and load carts
for delivery to the students’ living areas. In addition,
Chef LaFranzo supervises as the Culinary students
prepare staff lunches that need to be ready for pickup during the staff breaktime.
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Assistant Culinary Instructor
In a normal academic year, Mrs. Canright works with
our Culinary students to bake all of the excellent
pastries that we supply to Shepherds Community
Café, our coffee shop located in the lobby of the
Union Grove branch of Community State Bank. Due
to COVID-19 restrictions, we have temporarily closed
Shepherds Community Café.

Mrs. Canright currently teaches under the instruction
of Chef Chris Lampson, Lead Culinary Instructor, during
his absence. With COVID-19 restrictions resulting
in split Culinary Arts classes, Mrs. Canright teaches
via Zoom to broadcast the instruction to half of
our students while Mrs. Raschke teaches the other
half. She and Mrs. Raschke ensure that students are
learning important culinary concepts. Mrs. Canright
is calm, creative, fun, organized and methodical in her
teaching, creating a peaceful learning environment
for each student.

A wonderful staff – the key ingredient to a
successful Culinary Arts program!
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Community

An Afternoon at

Crossway

by Jessica Anderson, Financial Aid Coordinator

Every Shepherds College student has a story,
and every story has a beginning. Amber McMurray,
an enthusiastic member of the Class of 2022, has
a Shepherds College story that sparks inspiration.
Amber’s mom, Angela, revealed that Amber’s story
began – surprisingly – “about 12 years ago… Amber
was eight!”

Note: This article was written and submitted prior to the COVID-19 pandemic and ensuing restrictions.
by Lynn Wilburn, member of
Crossway Community Church, Bristol

Many of the Shepherds College students

attend a Sunday service at Crossway Community
Church each week. It’s a joy and privilege to welcome
and worship with each of these wonderful young
people.

Last year, to get to know the students better and
for them to get to know us, we decided to host a
pizza luncheon. What a great way to spend a Sunday
afternoon! Members of Crossway planned and hosted
a student event filled with games, prizes, pizza, and
a whole lot of fun.
Pastor Brett Wendle opened our pizza fellowship
with a devotion:

In the gospel of Luke 8:19-21, there’s a time where
Jesus’ mother and brothers come looking for him.
Jesus’ mother and his brothers came to him, but
they could not reach him because of the crowd.
When Jesus was told, “Your mother and your
brothers are standing outside, desiring to
see you,” He answered them saying, “My mother
and brothers are those who hear the word of God
and do it.” Jesus says the family I was born into
isn’t my only family. My family is those who trust
and obey God.
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Pastor Brett continued, saying to the students:

We think of you as our family, too, because we all have
the same Heavenly Father. John 1:12 says, “everyone
who receives Jesus, who believes in his name, becomes
a child of God.” We are delighted that you worship
with us on Sunday mornings, and we really want to
get to know you better. We want to be a family for
you, even though your family may be far away. We
hope to get to know you during this lunch so that
when we see you on Sundays, or when you see us, we
can talk to each other. We want you to know that if
you’re here on a Sunday morning and want someone
to pray for you, or if you have a question about the
sermon, you can talk to us. When you go back to
school, remember how much we care about you.

God’s Word gives us beautiful promises and
encouragement for whatever challenges we face
in life. God values each individual as a unique
creation. It’s a privilege for us to serve and bless
others. Never underestimate what God can do
through even our smallest effort to reach out to
others in the name of Jesus.

If you would like to learn more about Crossway
Community Church, please visit www.cwc.church

$$

Finding the Dollars
to Make the Dream

Angela first heard about Shepherds College at Walnut
Hill Bible Church through an annual Shepherds Sunday
event. It was 2008, the same year Shepherds College
opened. Angela kept Shepherds in the back of her mind
until, when in high school, Amber expressed a desire
to study Culinary Arts. Remembering that Shepherds
College offered Culinary Arts, they started exploring the
website. That was the first step, but how did they find
the dollars to make the dream a reality?
Once she applied to and visited Shepherds College,
Amber’s enthusiasm reinforced Angela’s realization
that there was a lot to do to pay for college the
following year. In January 2019, they went to a
scholarship meeting through Amber’s school. There
were many scholarship options – and they were all due
within two months!

When asked about the challenges of submitting
scholarship applications, Amber emphatically
responded, “I worked day and night on those!” Angela
agreed, saying, “Amber spent more than 100 hours on
all those applications. She really did the bulk of the
work.” By this time, Amber was enrolled for the fall of
2019 and was already exercising the Shepherds College
character traits of responsibility and initiative.

to advocate for myself. I make it a priority; I invest time
and energy into those tasks... (the effort) helped me to
get to college and have this amazing experience!”
There were also options beyond scholarships.
Currently, many Shepherds students receive
Federal Student Aid as well as state funds, often
initiated through the Department of Health Services.
Throughout Amber’s senior year, Angela pursued
a Department of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR)
Training Grant as well as IRIS*, a Medicaid-based
funding source available for individuals with
disabilities. Since many goals of DVR and IRIS
align with the Shepherds program, there is often a
partnership available, resulting in a training grant for
the eligible student.

Amber is one example of hope when thinking about
paying for college. Her success clearly shows how
pursuing financial aid with diligence and responsibility
can be worth the effort. Angela has seen incredible
evidence of the financial benefit of chasing funding
sources and encourages students and parents to put
in a similar effort, even appealing initially denied
applications. In fact, other families can also testify that,
with persistence, there just might be more dollars to
fund the dream.
*IRIS is unique to WI students. Other states have similar Medicaid
waiver programs that, so far, must stay within the state.

Amber finalized the last application just days before
they were all due. When Awards Night came, Amber
and her parents went with anticipation, knowing that
she had received at least one of those scholarships.
Amber’s name was called over and over! She reflected,
“It was amazing! Mom was in tears that night!” Angela
added with a smile, “It was surreal – knowing where
Amber has come from – and where she’s going…”

For her first year of college, Amber applied for 45
scholarships – and to-date, she has completed 38 for
her second year. Amber eagerly conceded, “I’ve learned
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by Kevin Phillips, Advancement Officer

The word “hope” as a noun is defined as “a

feeling of expectation and desire for a certain thing
to happen.”

With great hope and excitement, our family anxiously
anticipated the birth of our second child. Finally, the
day arrived, and on October 19th, 2002, our family
welcomed Briana (Bri) Nicole Phillips into the world.
In the moment, all seemed to be well. Excitement
flooded our hearts as we waited to meet our new
daughter. However, as several nurses gathered
around Briana, excitement turned into concern.
Was everything okay? Why was it taking so long to
see our new baby? Finally, the doctor came to us and
uttered five words that would change our world,
“Your daughter has Down syndrome.”

Our family began the journey of raising a child with
a disability. The typical emotions of happiness and
joy associated with the birth of a new child were
replaced with feelings of concern and sadness. Our
hope for a bright future for our little girl had changed
dramatically.
As new parents of a child with Down syndrome, and
with little exposure to this population, we had more
questions than answers. We wondered if she would
walk and talk like a typical child. We wondered if she
would be able to read and write. We wondered how
this disability would affect Bri’s future. Certainly, we
thought, she would never be able to do things like go
to college.

However, several years later, we heard about a college
for students with intellectual disabilities. We found
this intriguing and exciting. Could college really be
possible for our Bri? For the first time, we began
to dream. Hope was rekindled for her future as we
envisioned that perhaps one day, our daughter might
have the opportunity to attend college and become
more independent.
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In July of 2015, we toured Shepherds College for the
first time. There was something special about this
place. This was a place with specialized programs
created specifically for students like our daughter.
This was a place where students could learn more
about God and grow in their faith. This was a place
where passion, expertise, and each staff member’s
kindness were overwhelmingly evident. This was
a place where Bri could experience true belonging.
Hope had been restored as we learned of each
opportunity that would be available to our daughter.
As we concluded the tour, Bri proclaimed, “This is
my college!”
Now, as an employee of Shepherds College, I have
the privilege of seeing firsthand the astounding
transformation in students. Students are learning
a trade. Students are learning to be independent.
Students are working in jobs in the community.
Students are making lifelong friendships. Dreams
are being fulfilled, dreams just like Bri’s. And for
our family, hope for a bright future for our daughter
has been restored because of a special place called
Shepherds College.

Hope, “a desire for a
certain thing to happen.”
This is a vital aspect of
what Shepherds College is
all about: Helping families
like ours FIND HOPE!

by H. Brian Page, Senior Vice President of Advancement

As my family and I sat in the Findley lobby at the

end of our campus tour, I asked our son this question;
“So Benjamin, what do you think of Shepherds College?”
It was a beautiful summer morning in 1996 when
I joined my pregnant wife for her scheduled OB/
GYN appointment. After the exam, we noticed
the doctor had a very concerned look on his face.
He had realized our baby boy was in distress and
rushed us to the ER where Benjamin was born
two months premature via emergency C-section.
Unfortunately, during the traumatic birth, his
ventricle ruptured, causing the highest-level brain
bleed. The physician team determined Benjamin
would need surgery to relieve pressure and fluid
accumulation on the brain from hydrocephalus.
The prognosis was dire. We were told “if” he
makes it, the best we could expect was a child with
developmental disabilities.
For years, my wife kept that diagnosis in her Bible,
and we continued to faithfully pray over Ben’s life
knowing God had a plan.

One day after 16 months, Ben suddenly pushed up
from our coffee table and started walking. We were
amazed! Eventually, he learned to read and began
going to elementary school. Although we witnessed
people making fun of him and the other disabled
kids by stating that they rode the “short bus,” for
us, it was an answer to prayer.
As Ben continued to grow, he was airlifted to the
hospital twice, had numerous shunt revisions, and
multiple sessions of occupational, physical, speech,
and vision therapies. Still, he became a gold medal
swimmer and runner with Special Olympics—
graduating from Elim Christian, a high

school focused on students with developmental
and physical disabilities.

Months after Ben’s high school graduation, my
wife called while I was in Arizona on business. She
had been told about a small Christian college in
Union Grove, Wisconsin, for kids with intellectual
and developmental disabilities. Weeks later, we
drove to Shepherds College with Benjamin and
were overwhelmed to find a place catering to
students like our son. It was incredible to feel
God’s presence while walking the grounds, seeing
the housing options, hearing about the specialty
majors, and learning about the philosophy of
Appropriate Independence™.

At that point, we knew this would be a phenomenal
opportunity for Benjamin. We were determined
to move heaven and earth to make his enrollment
happen.
Three years later in the Bolthouse Center of
Shepherds College, my wife and I watched with
tears of joy as our son, the one the doctors said
would never walk, talk, sit up or roll over, strolled
across the stage with a huge smile on his face to
receive his certificate in Technology.

“So Benjamin, what do you think of Shepherds College?”
Ben looked longingly into my eyes and said, “I
would like to go to college like my brother, Harold.”
Immediately, I was overcome with emotion. Tears
began streaming down my face as I realized Ben had
silently been watching his older brother’s university
experience and desiring the same thing.

A dream fulfilled…
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by Scott Perkins, Special Olympics Agency Manager

One of the fundamental utilities of Shepherds

College is to provide students with an immersive
experience that challenges them to learn, practice,
develop, and sustain healthy life-long habits. Whether
in the Academic, Specialty Major, or Student Life
setting, our goal would be for students to graduate
from Shepherds College with an appreciation for the
patterns it takes to be successful and apply these skills
and themes in their lives. While attending Shepherds
College, a student’s growth is influenced by exposure
to diverse learning opportunities curated by students
and staff. Over the past several school years, the staff
at Shepherds College have adopted the responsibility
to support students in a pursuit to learn and practice
healthy activity and movement.

Making an IMPACT

In 2018, the fitness club, IMPACT, began on campus
with the mission of allowing students to experience
the various domains of fitness (cardiovascular
endurance, muscular strength, muscular endurance,
flexibility, agility, etc.). The desire was to provide a
setting, several times a week, in which students could
safely interact with fundamental fitness skills to
establish healthy activity and movement habits that
they would continue to practice after graduation.

During an IMPACT session, approximately 35
students engage with the fundamental skills of a
dynamic warm-up, resistance bands, battle ropes,
wall balls, agility ladders, or bodyweight resistance
training. For the 30-minute duration, students are
challenged to cultivate their physical fitness and grow
in their resiliency skills. When physically challenged,
the feedback elicited provides students with an
opportunity to overcome a trial and experience
triumph. These successes contribute to establishing
the student’s self-narrative to be one written from
the context of persistence and confidence instead of
self-doubt and surrender. This fostered sense of selfassurance can be carried over into the Academic and
Student Life settings resulting in growth once seen as
inordinate.
Our student’s motivation for regular participation is
diverse. Second-year Culinary Arts student, Quinn
Boarini, credits his consistent attendance to a desire
to get in shape for participation in his various Special
Olympic seasons. Some students, such as Trey Quinn,
a second-year Technology student, just enjoy the
opportunity to incorporate running into their week.
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Other students simply want to learn and interact with
different fitness equipment. First-year students, PJ
Feaver and Jackson Kozeny, identified their enjoyment
for using equipment like battle ropes and medicine
balls. The volume of students in attendance provides
ample opportunity to socialize with classmates.
This is a very motivating dynamic for students like
Noah Reszczynski, a first-year student. Regardless
of the student’s reason for attendance, we know that
carrying the knowledge of safely executing a workout
will serve our students in the future.
According to the CDC, “Obesity is more prevalent
among people with disabilities than for people
without disabilities and is an important risk factor
for other health conditions” (CDC, nd). Adults with
disabilities are three times more likely to have heart
disease, stroke, diabetes, or cancer than adults
without disabilities” (CDC, nd). While concerning, it is
recognized that fitness intervention can deviate our
students from falling subject to this ailing bell curve.
Although limited, we are grateful for the time we have
to expose and equip our students to fitness modalities
they can use to launch themselves on a projection
trending towards health and prosperity.
1 CDC. (n.d.). Increasing Physical Activity Among Adults with Disabilities.
CDC.Gov. Retrieved October 14, 2020, from https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/
disabilityandhealth/pa.html
2 CDC. (n.d.-b). Obesity Fact Sheet. CDC.Gov. Retrieved October 14, 2020,
from https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/documents/
obesityFactsheet2010.pdf
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Horticulture

Outdoor Education
by Owen Lackey, Lead Horticulture Instructor

Shepherds College Horticulture students
get plenty of time in the great outdoors during
the temperate months. There are several learning
opportunities outside of the classroom to introduce
students to the world of working with plants.

A Horticulture class study plan can usually
be divided into four career-goal tracks:
• Greenhouse
• Garden (produce)
• Grounds (ornamental landscape)
• Garden Center (retailing)
The food production and ornamental plant divisions
of these tracks provide us with the greatest amount
of outdoor work in our gardens and yards. In these
divisions, the following are areas where students
progress in their training throughout their time in the
Horticulture program.

• Thinking Ahead – Work is planned ahead of time
by asking questions and thinking through the
possible ways to complete projects while enjoying
time outside. Thoughts can lead to walk-throughs
and imaginative placement of plants using stakes,
signs, or other objects to serve as stand-ins for
future plants. Areas are measured so that plans
can be put on paper for subsequent use in installing
the garden space.
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• Plants – While vegetable, fruit, and floral plants are
most often grown as crops in the garden, they also
can be used as teaching tools. Individual plants can
be assembled to create a display garden such as a
kitchen garden, scent garden (mint family), tactile
garden, butterfly or hummingbird garden, or sun
and shade gardens. Identifying plants and forming
a collection is an excellent method of creating
familiarity and learning plant characteristics.
• Seed or Stock – Different garden plants are
initiated as either seed or vegetative stock (bulb,
set, rhizome, etc.). Receiving or buying seeds in
the spring is a fun group activity that soon leads
to growing the plants. Cold season plants can be
seeded outside as early as mid-April, while warm
season plants have to be seeded outside after the
danger of frost. Some perennial vegetables and
fruits will begin to grow in the early spring, so
their care commences as soon as the buds pop
open. Perennials are either planted in the garden
in spring or the late summer to early fall.

• Soil Preparation and Nutrition – Digging
exercises usually attract young people to the
garden. Fortunately, there are many tools available
to equip hands of all sizes and abilities for moving
soil. Digging individual holes for fruiting trees
and shrubs, turning over soil, digging and pulling
weeds, and some harvesting all involve loosening
the soil or removing it altogether. Some activities
involve introducing items to the soil such as natural
fertilizers, compost, leafy acidifiers, or adding
mulches on top.

• Outdoor Tools – Activities involving tools need
to start with safety considerations and instructions
for use. Safety sessions and practices are an
important training opportunity for beginning
horticulturists. Students begin their training by
using simple tools to break and scrape the ground
for the singular purpose of developing skills. More
complex tools and power tools are introduced
when the novice gardener is ready to coordinate
the physical operation of tools with important
decision-making skills.

• Planting Time – Whether planting the smallest
seed in the ground or the biggest tree one can
handle, opportunities for team involvement are
offered that lead to a common planting goal. After
the soil has been prepared, rows are laid out,
staked, and dug. Seeds are then sown and covered.
A similar process is followed when planting
seedlings or larger stock.
• Growing On - Whether in a produce garden,
display area, or yard, the late spring, summer,
and early fall seasons are spent ensuring that
plants have everything they need to grow.
Cultivation helps to remove the competition
from weeds. Watering, composting, and tilling
offer nutrition and growth. Structures and
supports bring flowers and fruits up off the
ground into a full, attractive display. Shade
devices limit the amount of sun to reduce
Thank
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• Harvest and Preserving - Picking the garden’s
bounty and preparing it for the table or the freezer
is a natural combination involving outdoor and
indoor work. The garden’s flavors and all the
aromas that fill the air provide much anticipation of
good meals to come.

• Winterizing - Winterizing involves a set of tasks,
including preparation for the next garden or
bed, protection of the current garden or bed, and
prevention of invasion of all gardens and beds.
Clearing the gardens and beds of any potential pest
host plants is important. Tilling in compost for early
spring is a good, early boost of nutrition. Mulching
and covering plants to face the harshness of winter
is lifesaving!
Non-stop activity is the bottom line when tackling
outdoor Horticulture tasks. The opportunities for
learning are endless.

shepherdscollege.edu 23

2019

Soaring Eagles Society
The Soaring Eagles Society of Shepherds College gratefully recognizes a special group of friends whose
generous annual support allows us to provide a Christian, post-secondary education to students with
intellectual and developmental disabilities in their pursuit of Appropriate Independence™.
The 2020 Soaring Eagles Society members will be listed in the next issue of SOAR Magazine.

Technology
Circle
Albany Baptist Church
Altoona Regular Baptist Church
Bailey Road Baptist Church
Berean Baptist Church
Bethany Community Fellowship
Bethel Baptist Church
Bible Baptist Church
Calvary Baptist Church
Calvary Baptist Tabernacle
City Church
Community Baptist Church
Cosperville Baptist Church
Covenant Church
Crossroads Baptist Church
Culvers of Racine
Deb and Wayne Mullin
Dr. and Mrs. Philip C. Eckstrom
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Logan
Dr. and Mrs. William Amstutz
Dr. Andrew H. Wood
Dr. Donna R. Perry
Dr. Norris Lovan
Eckhart Baptist Church
Edgewood Baptist Church
Elk Rapids Bible Church
Emmanuel Baptist Church
Emmanuel Baptist Church &
School
Evangel Baptist Church
Evergreen Baptist Church
Faith Baptist Church
Faith Chapel
Fayetteville Street Baptist Church
Fellowship Baptist Church
First Baptist Church
First Baptist Church of Gillette
First Christian Church
Floris Baptist Church
Franklin Lakes Baptist Church
Friendship Baptist Church
Good Shepherd Baptist Church
24 soar volume 4 | issue 1

Grace Baptist Church
Grace Baptist Temple
Grace Bible Church
Grace Bible Fellowship
Grace Evangelical Free Church
Harvest Baptist Church
High Street Church
Hillside Baptist Church
J. B. Lee Transportation Co., Inc.
Johnston Chapel Baptist Church
Kennebec Valley Baptist Church
Kent City Baptist Church
Lake Hills Baptist Church
L’Anse Baptist Church
Linworth Baptist Church
Maranatha Baptist Church
Maranatha Bible Church
Martintown Community Church
Miss Lynn Laird
Miss Rita Lang
Mogadore Baptist Church
Mount Tabor Baptist Church
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Hackett
Mr. and Mrs. Bob LeMaster
Mr. and Mrs. Bradford R. Breen
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Harshbarger
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lemons
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Frenchak
Mr. and Mrs. David K. Eckelbarger
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Anthony
Mr. and Mrs. Duane K. Bedard
Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Cofer
Mr. and Mrs. Frank L. Fichera
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Hagen
Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Rider
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Rothrock
Mr. and Mrs. Harmon Bergen
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Gussa
Mr. and Mrs. Heinie Boomgarden
Mr. and Mrs. Jack E. Olinger
Mr. and Mrs. James Barnhill
Mr. and Mrs. James Dove
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Marker
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Trunnell
Mr. and Mrs. John Bryson
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Seaver

Mr. and Mrs. John Long
Mr. and Mrs. John Stickel
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Perkins
Mr. and Mrs. Judson Besteman
Mr. and Mrs. Keith S. Regier
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth E. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin W. Bowyer
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk A. Cowell
Mr. and Mrs. Kjell D. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Andersen
Mr. and Mrs. Mark J. Villinger
Mr. and Mrs. Mark W. Kniffen
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Cappon
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Moser
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Longo
Mr. and Mrs. Ova Zilibotti
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Casey
Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Goshgarian
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Bauer
Mr. and Mrs. Rich Rowe
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tufts
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Buck
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Bontrager
Mr. and Mrs. Rory Porth
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Haskin
Mr. and Mrs. Scott N. Carr
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Oda
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Sents
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Lampersberger
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy L. Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Riehle
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Clark
Mr. Brian Seth Anderson
Mr. Byron Chase
Mr. Dale K. Dykema
Mr. Donald Ritter
Mr. Edward Bair
Mr. Gary Myers, Sr.
Mr. James Pulver
Mr. James R. McCoskey
Mr. Mat Bouldin
Mr. Paul McKinney
Mr. Roy Cole
Mr. Samuel Matej
Mr. Stephen Giegerich
Mrs. Beverly Wells

Mrs. Christina Inman
Mrs. Debra L. Witts
Mrs. Eileen Vogel
Mrs. Gladys Riehle
Mrs. Janice Osten
Mrs. Janis E. Hansen
Mrs. Kay Chickering
Mrs. Klara Nadeker
Mrs. Margaret Wolf
Mrs. Marolyn Yard
Mrs. Patricia A. Folk
Mrs. Ryane Nolting
Mrs. Vasile L. Ramba
Ms. Barbara Carey
Ms. Cari White
Ms. Caroline W. Clark
Ms. Jeanne Graham
Ms. Judith Kennedy
Ms. Patricia E. Henry
New Glarus Bible Church
North Royalton Baptist Church
Northfield Baptist Church
Nottingham Baptist Church
People’s Baptist Church
Pleasant Hill Church
R Kilian LLC
Reformed Baptist Church
Riley Creek Baptist Church
Riverside Baptist Church
Salem Baptist Church
Saylorville Church
Shelby Road Baptist Church
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church
Spring Hill Baptist Church
Starkey Road Baptist Church
Steve Lafferty
Temple Baptist Church
Trinity Baptist Church
Trinity Presbyterian Missions
Tube Fab/Roman Engineering
Company, Inc.
UFS LLC
Valley Baptist Church
Vineyard Christian Fellowship
Waterloo Baptist Church
Westosha Lakes Church

Horticulture
Circle
Aboite Baptist Church
Berean Independent Baptist
Church
Calvary Baptist Church
Dr. and Mrs. Joe P. Sutton
Dr. James M. Kohlmeyer
East Side Baptist Church
First Baptist Church
Grace Baptist Church
Harvest New Beginnings Church
Headwaters Church
Independent Baptist Church
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce L. Shields
Mr. and Mrs. David Fant
Mr. and Mrs. David G. Thornton
Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Gary D. Witt
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Willis
Mr. and Mrs. John Matthiesen
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Merriman

Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Ambrose
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Hendrickson
Mr. and Mrs. Preston Butcher
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Sheridan
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Orthey
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Tompkins
Mr. Dan Nichols
Mr. Francis H. Bresson
Mr. Frank Gillespie
Mr. Mark Mitravich
Mr. Marty Ledvina
Mr. Paul D. Peterson
Mrs. Linda Sparling
Ms. Elle Goldschmidt
Ms. Karie Catherwood
Ms. Marjorie Luce
Ms. Shirley Richards
Shack Enterprises, Inc
Stoddard Silencers, Inc.
Trinity Presbyterian Church
Urbandale Baptist Church
Washington Heights Baptist
Church
West Bridge Church
West Park Baptist Church
Western Avenue Baptist Church

Student
Culinary
Arts Circle Life Circle
Calvary Baptist Church
First Baptist Church
Grace Baptist Church
Grace Chapel
Miss Jeannie Thurston
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Kleinheksel
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher L. Lynch
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Ezzolo
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Edgar
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Kline
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Brogdon
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Pierre
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Kohsman
Mr. Benjamin Heller
Mr. Roy Mefferd
Oakwood Church
Southgate Baptist Church
Western Racquet Club

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Shaw
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Machi
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Reffner
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Franklin
Spring Creek Church

Graduate
Circle
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Cunningham
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Stevens
Ms. Jane Benefiel

THANK YOU!

Introducing

Kristen Lewis, Instructor
I was in third grade when

my mom miscarried a sibling who
would have added a range of special
needs to our family. That was my
first encounter with disability, and
the grief carved compassion in my
heart for people with disabilities.

In college, I studied special
education and early childhood
education at Cedarville University
in Ohio. It was there that I first
heard about Shepherds. I visited the
campus during breaks throughout
my time as a student at Cedarville.
Each year, I saw glimpses of how
Shepherds College was growing
and connecting with students.
The philosophy of Appropriate
Independence™ took root in my
heart, and I sought ways to apply it
to my studies.

After graduation, while teaching
and working on my Master’s degree
in Memphis, Tennessee, I quickly
realized the struggle and grief that
many parents of individuals with
special needs face, especially as
they look to the future and often see

few opportunities for the students
to thrive. I also noticed how little
the school system seemed to value
my students. I did my best to ensure
that my classroom climate was one
where students understood that
they had a purpose and a means to
contribute to their world.
After five years of teaching in
Memphis and one year of teaching
in South America, God opened the
door for me to return to Shepherds
College as an instructor. I look
forward to growing as a teacher
and working with students who
expose me to different perspectives.
I enjoy hearing their dreams and
am thankful that Shepherds is a
place where students can learn that
they have been created on purpose,
for a purpose.
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Why I Give to Shepherds
A Donor’s Story

Ai in Action
by Beth Spieker, parent of Alumna

Success is measured in different ways. To

some, it means achieving great wealth or notoriety.
To those in the special needs community, it often
means being able to live independently, work, and love
those God has placed in our lives. Amy Spieker, in my
opinion, is a success. This is her story.

by Stephanie McCready, owner of Kinder Brand

There are so many great causes worthy of

support; it can be difficult to choose just one. However,
my cousin has Down syndrome and growing up, I
witnessed the challenges and triumphs this amazing
soul (and his parents) walked through.

I know firsthand that the work undertaken to support
our friends with intellectual disabilities is so very
important. Often, it means the difference between a life
spent surviving and a life lived thriving.

When Shepherds College launched Shepherds
Community Cafe, I became a frequent customer, not just
because the drinks and bakery items were so tasty, but
because I loved interacting with the students.
Bearing witness to the awesome work Shepherds is
doing was inspiring; it made me want to contribute to
their efforts. That desire helped shape the vision for
my small business. I knew I wanted to create a small
business with a big heart.

By God’s grace (even through a pandemic), Kinder
Brand is now 18 months old and growing. From gnomes
and rustic decor pieces to live succulent arrangements,
our gifts are handcrafted in Wisconsin and shipped
nationwide to spark joy and spread kindness. A portion
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Amy graduated from Shepherds College in June of
2017. Her future looked bright. She was well-prepared
for work in her chosen field of Culinary Arts. Motivated
to find a job, she began searching. She accepted a
part-time job at an assisted living facility as a server
that August. Wishing to be employed full-time, Amy
accepted another part-time job at a different assisted
living facility. As one can imagine, managing two
schedules became difficult so she proactively asked
her boss at her favored job if she could get more hours,
allowing her to work at one place of employment. In
October, Amy’s request was granted, and she went full
time as a server at Brookdale Senior Living.
of every sale is donated to local nonprofits, including
Shepherds College.
I’m so grateful for the opportunity to contribute to
Shepherds and pray our future success allows us to
increase our annual contributions.

If you’ve been thinking about giving to Shepherds
College, I encourage you to do so. If you have a friend or
loved one you feel would enjoy supporting this worthy
organization, I urge you to share your copy of Soar
Magazine with them or send a link to the electronic
version on the Shepherds College website.
Shepherds is doing important work, and they deserve
our unwavering support.

Learn more!

www.KinderBrand.com

Amy Spieker class of 2017

At Shepherds College, Amy met a wonderful young
man named David Moran. They started dating in the
first week of their first year at school. For three years
following their graduation, Amy and David continued
their relationship from a distance. As often as their
job schedules would allow, they would make the trip
from Ohio to Michigan or vice versa to spend special
time together. Their love for each other and for the
Lord grew, making their separation more difficult.
In December of 2019, David proposed to Amy, who
immediately accepted! They picked their wedding date,
and the planning began. One big question loomed:
where should they live - Michigan where David worked
or Ohio where Amy worked?
Amy announced her engagement at Brookdale as soon
as she arrived home from Michigan. After continuing to
work for several months, Amy’s boss asked her where
she’d be living after they married. Amy replied that she
didn’t know because it depended on where she and
David could both get jobs. Jerry, Amy’s boss, said, “I
can’t afford to lose you, so I will give David a job here.”
That was a definite answer to many prayers!
On September 5, 2020, Amy became Mrs. David Moran.
They have their own apartment, a car, and the ability
to care for themselves. In the eyes of all who know and
love them, they are successful.
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Student Life

The

2 R’s

Responsibility and Respect
by Amanda Hughes, Student Life Area Supervisor

During the students’ three years in the

Shepherds College program, they continually
discuss and practice six character traits: respect,
responsibility, initiative, diligence, integrity, and
discernment. Growing stronger in these traits can
help students achieve a greater level of Appropriate
Independence™.

First-year students focus on respect and
responsibility. We believe that each student is created
on purpose and for a purpose. We also believe that
each student is created to belong in a community. In
the female dorms, fourteen women live and attend
classes together. For most of them, this is a new
experience. The women share similarities as well as
differences, bringing many opportunities to learn to
live within their God-given purpose in community.

“Responsibility” is a buzzword at the college,
especially in the dorms. Daily responsibilities are an
important part of student life. Students work hard
each day on cooking, cleaning, time management,
and following responsibility charts.

They work equally hard to learn how to live
respectfully in the dorm community. Discovering what
it looks like to show respect to their peers is a key
component of staff conversations with students. Staff
discuss how to work through conflict with peers in an
appropriate way, how to cope with things we cannot
control, and how to let go of small problems to build
stronger relationships and create an environment
where everyone feels welcomed.
We also practice different ways of serving,
encouraging, and building each other up. Each week
in our dorm meetings, we hold peer shout-outs. Each
student writes a note to another student to share an
encouraging example of how they saw the recipient
show respect or responsibility that week. The goal
is to create an environment where students can
continue to be encouraged as well as to be intentional
in encouraging their peers.

As we forge through this semester, with all of its
challenges and new opportunities for growth, the
first-year women are pressing on and using their
strengths to lift each other up. Students are committed
to being positive. Some choose to uplift others with
their words. Other students create pieces of art to
inspire their peers. And still other students write
positive notes of encouragement to post on another’s
door. They are learning to purposely come alongside
and cheer each other up when they are down.
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Even in the challenging and uncertain times we’ve
encountered this year, the first-year women of
Shepherds College are working hard to learn what it
looks like to live respectfully and at peace with others
in the community.

Wheels Across Wisconsin
The First Shepherds College Fundraising Event
by Brian Canright, Vice President of Expansion

Adults with intellectual or developmental

disabilities are often unable to obtain a driver’s license.
As a result, bicycles are an indispensable form of
transportation for everyday life. Cycling also provides
a wonderful way to exercise, build relationships, and
explore the outdoors. Bicycles equal independence.

This fall, more students returned to campus with
bicycles than in any other year. Chef Tony LaFranzo, our
cyclist in residence, started thinking: what if he could
volunteer his time to provide minor adjustments and
repairs to students’ bicycles throughout the year? What
if Shepherds College could offer a club to train students
on basic bicycle maintenance and repairs in their
pursuit of Appropriate Independence ™? Additional
funds would be needed to realize these ideas. Could we
ride bikes to raise funds? After sharing his thoughts with
several Shepherds College team members, Tony’s ideas
moved from concept to reality in a little over a month!

Special awards were presented to participants after
the event.
Achievement Award Winners:
• Christiana Siegelin — largest single donation $500
• Rollie Lindstrom — most money raised in total
donations $2,319.81
• Christiana Siegelin — largest number of donors 31
• Brian Canright — longest distance 37.3 miles
Photo Awards:
• Shelly Nash — craziest socks
• Kevin Phillips — best stop along the trail
• Pam Piper — Soaring Eagle Spirit

On October 3rd, 2020, Shepherds College hosted its
first virtual Wheels Across Wisconsin, Soaring Eagles
Cycling Fundraising Event. Our goal was to register 70
fundraisers to raise $10,000 to purchase tools, establish
a bicycle repair shop on campus, and support our
annual scholarship fund.

Students navigated a course on campus and logged
their miles throughout the day. Some of our staff met at
a park in the nearby city of Burlington to ride the White
River Trail. Many others submitted their results online
after completing rides in their neighborhoods or gyms.
The school spirit was palpable! The students took a
great deal of pride and ownership of the event, cheering
each other on and raising funds to support their college.
We are thrilled to report that Wheels Across Wisconsin
registered 62 participants who engaged 267 donors.
We raised $16,074, more than $6,000 above our
original goal! How amazing is that?

We would also like to recognize the following
students for their outstanding accomplishments
during the fundraiser:
• Kiefer O’Brien raised $1,112.16 with 23 donors!
• Joey Indresano rode 10 miles!

Thank you to all donors, students, staff, and
fundraisers whose overflowing generosity made
this possible! We plan to make Wheels Across
Wisconsin an annual Shepherds College event
and would love all Soaring Eagles fans across
the country to join us in 2021. Watch our
Facebook page, our website, and the next issue
of SOAR Magazine for more information.
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Anthony
Justin
Ian
Abigail

Congratulations
Class of 2020

Graduation Road Trip
The Shepherds College commencement
ceremony of 2020 may have been delayed due to
COVID-19 restrictions, but that didn’t stop the staff
from celebrating with the grads!
In late June and early July, staff members from
Shepherds College went on road trips to visit
20 graduates in five different states. They packed
dozens of face masks, bottles of hand sanitizer,
celebratory signs, and gifts for each graduate:
a yard sign, certificate of completion, a student life
award, graduation t-shirts, and an invitation to a
future on-campus graduation ceremony.

Matthew

The staff was met with huge smiles, wonder,
laughter, a few tears, and a lot of excitement.
There were cookies, cupcakes, beverages, a
drive-by parade, balloons, and happy family,
friends, and neighbors taking it all in.

Joanna
Anthony

The graduation ceremony may have had to be
postponed, but graduates were honored and their
achievements celebrated.

Larvester

Congratulations Class of 2020!

Emma
James
Jacob
Katie
Isaiah
Melodee
Josiah
Alex
Ashli
Abigail
Isabel
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Service
by Pam Piper, Volunteer Coordinator

The year 2020 offered Shepherds College many

opportunities for change due to new safety protocols
and procedures. With our third-year student housing
at maximum capacity, we found ourselves needing to
expand into underutilized buildings. The Cayton House,
although greatly in need of a remodel, was the ideal
choice due to multiple bedrooms and bathrooms.

On Purpose
For a Purpose

IN WITH THE NEW

The Cayton House Renovations
The Cayton House, a 1950’s ranch home named after
Larry Cayton (one of the first residents at Shepherds
Home and School) was being used as office and
storage space. Many renovations were necessary
to prepare this building to once again serve as a
residential housing option, so recruitment began
to find local carpenters, electricians, painters, and
plumbers to volunteer their valuable time.

by Roland Lindstrom, Advancement Officer

Why has God blessed you with material

With strict COVID-19 protocols being enforced for
everyone’s safety, volunteers needed to be local to
the area and remain isolated from students and staff.
Over a dozen experienced volunteers from a variety
of surrounding churches answered our call for help.

possessions? He didn’t have to do it; He chose to do it.
What you have is not accidental. God gave it to you on
purpose, and He has a purpose in mind for how you
should use what He’s given you. If that sounds a bit
familiar, it’s because it’s one of the guiding principles
on which we base our training at Shepherds College:
“Each of us has been designed by God on purpose
and for a purpose.”

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to
everyone who supported this effort financially and to
the skilled volunteers who willingly gave of their time
and talents to serve our students. God always supplies
just the right amount of people at the appropriate
time. He took an old house and transformed it for a
new purpose. Praise our good and mighty God for
using circumstances and people to accomplish His
plan for Shepherds College!

I had an experience a few years ago at another
ministry that cemented this truth in my mind. One
of the organization’s supporters donated a piece of
property with the comment, “It’s not worth much
now, maybe a $1,000, but here it is. Maybe it can help
the ministry.” The deed was placed in a safe deposit
box and all but forgotten. Over the years, it accrued
interest, waiting for God’s timing. At the end of our
fiscal year - 25 years after the gift was given - we were
almost on target to finish with a balanced budget. The
shortfall was just $37,000. That’s when I discovered
the deed that my predecessor had placed in a safety
deposit box. I made a call to a real estate agent two
thousand miles away to inquire about putting the
property up for sale. She had a buyer ready and
closing occurred in weeks... for $37,000. God had
multiplied the gift given on purpose 25 years earlier
to meet the need today.

Demolition on the bathroom, roof, kitchen, and back
deck began in late September. The main bathroom
contained an old, 250-pound cast-iron tub which
was hauled out in pieces to make way for a tiled,
walk-in shower. Worn-out countertops and outdated
tiled walls were removed from the kitchen to give
it a fresh look. Each room was enhanced with new
carpeting and paint. With the rooms now complete,
we look forward to the final steps of adding updated
appliances and furnishings so the students can move
in and enjoy the space in early 2021.
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Planned Giving:

We believe this principle about our students, but do
we practice it with our finances?

One of the sustaining pillars of Shepherds College’s
future financial stability is planned giving, the
designation of a person’s material resources on
purpose, for a purpose. We all desire to leave a legacy,
to be remembered, to have an impact. For some
people, legacies are written on monuments, but with
a gift of your resources to Shepherds College, you can
leave your legacy on our students’ lives.

An “on-purpose” planned gift to God’s work at
Shepherds College allows you to support our ministry
to students with intellectual and developmental
disabilities into the future. It can be a simple bequest
in your will, stocks, tangible personal property, a
donor advised fund or another financial plan. Most of
these gifts can also provide a significant tax reduction
so the value of your gift is increased. We’re not the
experts on how to make all of these things happen,
but we’d love to talk about the options that are
available to you and point you in the right direction.

{

You may have a trusted financial
advisor already, but if you’d
like further assistance, we can
help direct you. If you have
questions and would like to talk,
please contact me at
rlindstrom@shepherdscollege.edu
or call 815.915.7801.

}
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In The Field

Dickey’s Barbecue Pit
by Bill Zimmerman, Owner and Operator of Dickey’s Barbecue Pit, Kenosha

When I announced I was opening a Dickey’s

Barbecue Pit restaurant back in 2012, Bill Amstutz,
former President of Shepherds and my neighbor,
invited me to visit Shepherds College. After a tour of
the facility and hearing Dr. Amstutz discuss the
students, staff, and programs, I committed on the spot
to have Dickey’s Barbecue Pit become an internship
site for the Culinary program.

As a quick-serve restaurant, serving amazing slowsmoked meats and homestyle sides, Dickey’s Barbecue
Pit restaurant offers a nice variety of experiences
for the Shepherds College students. Running our
shifts with a small staff means that all employees are
expected to share multiple duties, often with strong
emphasis on cleaning and prep work. Shepherds
students learn first-hand that in a customer-facing
business, tasks like sweeping, mopping, and dishes are
not simply mundane tasks
that fill time on the clock,
but are opportunities to
impress the guests and
help ensure repeat
business. The students
learn that prep work keeps
the serving line up and
running, and that the
best time to prep is hours
before our guests make
the decision to dine with
us that day.
I am always amazed at
the enthusiasm with
which the students tackle
any new task that is
thrown their way. Every
job can present challenges,
and it is apparent that
third-year Shepherds
College students are ready
to dive in and perform
their assigned duties.
The crew at Dickey’s has
welcomed the students,
knowing that they are
learning real-world job
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skills, possibly for the first time. I am pleased to say
that the discipline, attitude and skills that the thirdyear students bring make it easy for them to quickly
become part of our team. Students and crew begin
to bond quickly as many good working relationships
develop. I am especially impressed whenever a student
wants to stand on the front line and help serve the
guests along with our permanent staff!

While simply an internship site supervisor when I
started my relationship with Shepherds College, I quickly
expanded my involvement by serving on the Culinary
Advisory Board, by conducting mock job interviews on
campus for second-year students, and by occasionally
speaking in the classroom with first-year students. The
students also appreciate the support when they see my
wife and I attending a Special Olympics tournament
every now and then – Go Soaring Eagles!!!
				To clearly see the
				
future is a gift that
				escapes us (we sure
				
didn’t see COVID-19
				
coming). I was not
				sure what hosting
				Shepherds interns
				
would look like at my
				
store. I can say now,
				however, that seeing
				
firsthand the vision of
				 the Shepherds College
				 team, and being
				involved in helping to
				shape that vision, has
				been quite rewarding.
				
Now in Dickey’s
				seventh year working
				with third-year
				students, I can hardly
				imagine running the
				restaurant without
				Shepherds College
				interns. We look
				forward to having our
				
next interns back in the
				
store as soon as
				possible!

Quick Notes

Congratulations
Ciara Huntemann!
Ciara has become the newest member of the
Shepherds College Leadership Team with her
recent promotion to Associate Vice President of
Human Resources.
To read more about Ciara, please visit our blog
page at www.shepherdscollege.edu/blog.

Thanks to a generous donation by Blackhawk
Church, the Shepherds College students now
have a welcoming space to eat, relax and have
fun together. The former Shepherds Table has
been beautifully renovated and is now called
The Table.
“Tables are one of the most important places
of human connection. We shouldn’t be surprised,
then, to find that throughout the Bible God has
a way of showing up at tables.” A quote by
Professor Barry D. Jones of the Dallas
Theological Seminary.

The Innovation and Recovery Fund, the
fundraising campaign to recover the funds lost
to COVID-19 and build our new online program,
has raised $542,783.69 to-date. We’re over
90% of our $600,000 goal! If you’re in a
position to help us achieve our goal, please
visit www.shepherdscollege.edu , click on the
Donate button, and select the option to recover
from the COVID-19 crisis. Thank you to all of
our donors for generously blessing Shepherds
College at this difficult time.

Invest in the lives of students with
intellectual disabilities by donating to our
annual scholarships. Every dollar makes the
hope of an education leading to Appropriate
Independence™ more attainable. You can ensure
your donation has an immediate impact by
giving online at www.shepherdscollege.edu and
clicking on the Donate button.

Thank you!

All dates are subject to
change or cancellation during
the COVID pandemic.
Please call the Shepherds
College office at 262.878.5620
to confirm college events.

January 14, 2021
First day of classes for 2nd/3rd year
students

January 19, 2021
Virtual Preview Day

January 28, 2021
First day of classes for 1st year
students

February 8, 2021

The start of Spring Semester

February 9, 2021
Virtual Preview Day

February 23, 2021
Virtual Preview Day

March 9, 2021

Virtual Preview Day

March 10-12, 2021
Winter Retreat: FISH!

April 3-11, 2021

Spring break (tentative)

April 4, 2021

Happy Easter! He is risen!

May 31, 2021
Memorial Day

June 4, 2021 or June 11, 2021
Baccalaureate

June 5, 2021 or June 12, 2021
Commencement. Congratulations to
the Class of 2021!

June 15-17, 2021

Shepherds College Summer Experience
for prospective students
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Our students share their Photography Skills!

SEMESTER
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BACK PAGE

BONUS

1

2

LOOK CLOSELY...

[All answers can be found in the magazine]

3

4

Use what you learned about Shepherds College
to fill out the puzzle. Return your complete
puzzle to Shepherds College by May 31, 2021
for a chance to win branded college apparel!
Mail your completed puzzle (or a copy), contact
information and shirt size to:
Shepherds College Crossword Puzzle
1805 15th Ave
Union Grove, WI 53182
All puzzles will be entered into a drawing to
be held on June 4, 2021.

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Name _________________________________________
Address __________________________________
City ______________________________________
State ___________ Zip ______________________

12

Phone number (optional)
__________________________________________

Congratulations to the

Email Address (optional)
__________________________________________
13

winner of our December 2018
drawing, Tamara Willis!

15

14

Shirt size (please circle one):
S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

DREAMS
coming true

16

Congratulations
to the winner of our
June 2020 drawing,
Jolena Welker!

17

18

Help Shepherds College realize more dreams of young people with
intellectual disabilities. Donate today at www.shepherdscollege.edu. Thank you!

19

Across
2
3
5
7
9
10
11
12
13
16
17
18
19

Theme for the 2020/21 school year (2 words)
Briana’s middle name
Amy’s married name
One of the 6 college character traits
Dr. Wood’s nickname
The _____ House: A newly renovated building on campus
A career-goal track in the Horticulture program
New addition to the Tech program
A planned gift can provide a tax _____.
Nurse Kelsey is a model of _____.
Type of luncheon hosted by Crossway
Our first fundraising event: ____ Across Wisconsin
Number of years Dickey’s has worked with our students
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You are seeing

Our Mission

Down
1 Positive result of the COVID-19 challenges:
Shepherds College _____
4 Chef Anthony ___
5 Month of the Winter Retreat
6 Powerful statement by Amber,
“I’ve learned to ____ for myself.”
8 Kinder Brand sells these types of plants
14 Name of the Shepherds College fitness club
15 Ben Page became a gold medal ___
17 Last name of the Soaring Eagles Spirit winner

w

Shepherds College exists to educate and train students with intellectual and
developmental disabilities by equipping them to reach Appropriate Independence
through the development of vocational, social and life skills while inspiring a lasting
awareness of God’s plan for their lives.
You can get your Shepherds College apparel by going to shepherdscollege.edu and clicking the Store button.
A percentage of each sale goes to benefit the students of Shepherds College.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

1805 15th Avenue | Union Grove, WI 53182-1597

www.shepherdscollege.edu

NEXT ISSUE
Here’s a sneak peek at the upcoming
issue of SOAR Magazine!
• Congratulations, Class of 2021!
• What sets Shepherds College apart from other schools?
• Winter Retreat: The students go FISH!
• The 2020 Soaring Eagles Society
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